
Enneagram #5 – The Observer is smart, if not highly intelligent. 
They are self-sufficient and guarded. They are private, perceptive 
and rarely driven by any emotions at all. 
 
John 3:1 – The Brilliant Observer (TPT) 
Now there was a prominent religious leader among the Jews named 
Nicodemus, who was part of the sect called the Pharisees and a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 
 
The Positive Reflection of the Observer 
 
John 3:2-4 (TPT)  
One night he discreetly came to Jesus and said, “Master, we know that 
you are a teacher from God, for no one performs the miracle signs that 
you do, unless God’s power is with him.” Jesus answered, “Nicodemus, 
listen to this eternal truth: Before a person can perceive God’s kingdom 
realm, they must first experience a rebirth.” Nicodemus said, “Rebirth? 
How can a gray-headed man be reborn? It’s impossible for a man to go 
back into the womb a second time and be reborn!” 
 

1. He did all of his homework and research – before he met 
Jesus. 
2. He asked every question, and then asked some more. 
3. He deduced that Jesus must be from God. 
4. He wants the truth. He needs the truth. 

 
The Problem – “Master I Know” = overly confident 
 
Proverbs 11:2 (TPT) 
When you act with presumption, convinced that you’re right, don’t be 
surprised if you fall flat on your face! But walking in humility helps you to 
make wise decisions. 
 
The Negative Reflection of the Observer 

 
1. He was embarrassed to be seen with this “hippie” 
preacher. 
2. He was convinced he could earn or learn his way into 
heaven. 

The Observer’s Reflection 
November 9-10, 2019 

 3. He overthought and tried to intellectualize everything 
Jesus said. 
 
4. He refused to accept what Jesus said until he did more 
research. 

 
The Pro – “He did believe” = eventually  
 
The Best Reflection of the Observer 
 
Jesus was the ultimate observer and he knew everything, but he 
humbly asked questions of everyone and truly cared what 
people thought. 
 
Healthy Observers 
 

• Gather all the facts and then do something with them. 
• Join groups that are healthy because they need other 
people. 
• Serve in the church because they understand that they 
are needed. 

 
Fives need me to love and appreciate their:  
 
• Thirst for knowledge and desire for truth.  
• Power of perception and problem-solving skills.  
• Desire to be detached and their courage to be with the crowd.   
 
Prayer 
I may be the smartest person in the room, but that doesn’t mean I’m 
the wisest, so I need God and others to help me grow and to help me 
fulfill my God-given potential. 
 
 

Pastor Rick’s Reading List 
The Road Back to You      Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile 

       The Path Between Us              Suzanne Stabile 
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